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Gift Acceptance Policy 

I.  Purpose and Authority 

The purpose of this Gift Acceptance Policy is to provide a framework for the acceptance of 

charitable contributions to Inland Northwest Land Conservancy (“INLC” or “the Conservancy”). 

This policy is intended to: 

• Ensure that all gifts advance INLC’s mission 

• Protect the Conservancy from undue financial, legal, environmental, or reputational risk; 

• Safeguard donor intent; 

• Promote consistency, transparency, and ethical fundraising practices; and 

• Ensure compliance with applicable federal and state law and with the Standards and 

Practices of the Land Trust Alliance. 

The Board of Directors retains ultimate authority over the acceptance of gifts. INLC reserves the 

right to decline any proposed gift that, in the judgment of the Board or its delegated authority, 

is not in the best interests of the Conservancy. 

II.  Guiding Principles 

In evaluating proposed gifts, the Conservancy will consider whether the gift: 

1. Is consistent with and supportive of INLC’s mission and strategic priorities; 

2. Enhances or protects the public trust placed in the Conservancy; 

3. Reflects the charitable intent of the donor; 

4. Does not impose restrictions that are impracticable, unlawful, or inconsistent with INLC’s 

mission; 

5. Does not create undue financial burden, environmental liability, or administrative 

obligation; and 

6. Provides a net benefit to the Conservancy. 

The Conservancy will conduct all fundraising activities in a manner that is truthful, transparent, 

and respectful of donor confidentiality. Donors are encouraged to seek independent legal, 

financial, and tax advice. INLC does not provide such advice. 

III.  Authority and Review 

A.  Authority of the Executive Director and/or Philanthropy Director 

Docusign Envelope ID: 2D7910CC-FA3E-856E-80A2-B3AFF941A76E



Inland Northwest Land Conservancy  |  LTA Standards: 3A, 3D, 4C, 5,10B, 10C, 11     Gift Acceptance Policy 

 

Effective: May 28, 2026   |  Review: Bi-Annually  Board Policy 

The Executive Director, or designee, is authorized to accept routine gifts that fall within 

established parameters and do not present unusual risk or complexity. These include: 

• Cash and cash equivalents 

• Publicly traded securities 

• Cryptocurrency (processed through a third party and liquidated upon receipt) 

• Donor-advised fund distributions 

• Qualified charitable distributions from retirement accounts 

• Bequests and beneficiary designations (upon receipt) 

• Tangible personal property of nominal value 

Such gifts will be administered in accordance with this policy and applicable accounting 

standards. 

B.  Gifts Requiring Board Approval 

Prior approval of the Board of Directors is required for gifts that involve significant risk, 

complexity, or ongoing obligation, including but not limited to: 

• Real estate not acquired pursuant to INLC’s Land Protection policies; 

• Closely held business interests; 

• Life insurance policies naming INLC as owner and beneficiary; 

• Charitable remainder trusts, charitable lead trusts, or similar arrangements naming INLC 

as beneficiary; 

• Gifts subject to substantial or unusual restrictions; 

• Gifts that may expose the Conservancy to material financial, legal, or reputational risk. 

The Board may seek legal, financial, environmental, or other professional counsel when 

evaluating such gifts. 

IV.  Types of Acceptable Gifts 

Subject to review under this policy, INLC may accept: 

• Cash, checks, wire transfers, and credit card contributions; 

• Publicly traded securities (liquidated upon receipt); 

• Cryptocurrency (processed through a third party and liquidated upon receipt);  

• Retirement plan assets; 

• Bequests and other testamentary transfers; 

• Life insurance policies (when INLC is named owner and beneficiary); 

• Real property; 

• Closely held stock or other ownership interests (when marketable and without undue 

liability); 
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• Tangible personal property (when useful to INLC’s mission or readily marketable). 

The Conservancy will not serve as trustee of charitable trusts. 

V.  Real Estate Gifts 
Proposed gifts of real property will be subject to careful due diligence and in accordance with 

Land Trust Alliance standards prior to acceptance. The Conservancy will evaluate: 

• Marketability and potential carrying costs; 

• Environmental condition, including environmental assessments as appropriate; 

• Title status and encumbrances; 

• Potential liability exposure; 

• Alignment with mission and strategic objectives; 

• Expected net financial benefit. 

Real estate intended for permanent conservation ownership will be evaluated under INLC’s Land 

Protection policies and procedures. 

Unless otherwise agreed in writing, INLC retains the right to sell donated real property. The 

donor is responsible for obtaining a qualified independent appraisal for purposes of 

substantiating any charitable deduction and for providing necessary documentation to effect 

transfer unless otherwise agreed upon by INLC and the donor. 

VI.  Restricted Gifts and Variance Power 

INLC will honor donor-imposed restrictions provided that such restrictions: 

• Are documented in writing; 

• Are consistent with INLC’s mission; 

• Are lawful and administratively feasible. 

If a restriction becomes obsolete, impracticable, impossible to perform, or inconsistent with 

INLC’s mission, the Board of Directors may modify the restriction in a manner consistent with 

the donor’s original charitable intent, in accordance with applicable law. 

VII.  Endowment Gifts 

Endowment gifts may be: 

1. Held and managed by INLC; or 

2. Directed to a fund held for INLC’s benefit at a qualified financial institution. 
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Unless otherwise specified in writing by the donor, endowed funds may be commingled for 

investment purposes. Spending from endowed funds will be governed by Board-approved 

investment and spending policies. 

VIII.  Gift Valuation and Acknowledgment 

The Conservancy will acknowledge all gifts in compliance with Internal Revenue Service 

regulations. 

• Cash gifts are recorded at face value. 

• Publicly traded securities are valued based on the date of transfer. 

• Non-cash gifts in excess of $5,000 require a donor-provided, qualified, independent 

appraisal for donor tax purposes. 

• For non-cash gifts valued in excess of $5,000, INLC will follow IRS reporting process. 

• If donated property is disposed of within three years of receipt, INLC will follow IRS 

reporting process. 

INLC does not assign a value to donated professional services. 

If donated property is sold within three years of receipt, INLC will follow IRS reporting process. 

IX.  Confidentiality and Conflict of Interest 

The Conservancy will maintain the confidentiality of donor information except as required by law 

or authorized in writing by the donor. 

All gift acceptance decisions are subject to INLC’s Conflict of Interest Policy. No director, officer, 

employee, or volunteer will receive improper personal benefit from any gift transaction. 

X.  Review and Amendment 

This policy will be reviewed periodically by the Board of Directors to ensure continued 

effectiveness and compliance with evolving best practices and applicable standards. 

The Board reserves the right to amend this policy at any time. 

 

 

Tim P. Sweet, Board Secretary 

 

 

i References 
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i   Code § 170(f)(8) — Written Acknowledgment Requirements; Internal Revenue Code § 170(f)(11) — 

Qualified Appraisal Requirements; Internal Revenue Code § 170(h) — Conservation Contributions; Internal 

Revenue Code § 408(d)(8) — Qualified Charitable Distributions; Internal Revenue Code § 501(c)(3) — Tax-

Exempt Organizations; Internal Revenue Code § 664 — Charitable Remainder Trusts; Internal Revenue 

Code § 4958 — Excess Benefit Transactions; Internal Revenue Code § 4966 — Donor-Advised Fund 

Distributions; IRS Notice 2014-21 — Virtual Currency as Property; IRS Form 8283 — Noncash Charitable 

Contributions; IRS Form 8282 — Donee Information Return; IRS Form 990, Schedule M — Noncash 

Contributions; FASB ASC 958-605 — Revenue Recognition for Not-for-Profit Entities; Comprehensive 

Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), 42 USC § 9601; Washington 

Charitable Trust Act, RCW 11.110; Washington Charitable Solicitations Act, RCW 19.09; Washington 

Nonprofit Corporation Act, RCW 24.03A; Uniform Prudent Management of Institutional Funds Act 

(UPMIFA), RCW 24.55; Idaho Charitable Solicitation Act, Idaho Code § 48-601; Idaho Uniform Prudent 

Management of Institutional Funds Act, Idaho Code § 33-2901; LTA Standard 3 — Board Accountability 

and Organizational Integrity; LTA Standard 4 — Financial and Asset Stewardship; LTA Standard 5 — 

Fundraising; LTA Standard 10 – Tax Benefits; LTA Standard 11 — Conservation Easement Stewardship; 
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